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The Research-Practice Gap

= Why don’t practitioners do what the
research says?

= Why don’t researchers study what really
matters In practice?




Session Objectives

i

To explore collective solutions for building
stronger research to practice to policy
connections

To share research related to building
research-practice connections

To challenge assumptions that impede
connections
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= \Where do you turn for help and

iInformation when faced with a practice
dilemma?
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Mattingly and Fleming

(1994) Occupational Therapy

Mentoring clinician

McKee, Witt, Elliot,

Pardue, & Judycki (1987) School Psychology Talking with colleagues

Philibert, Snyder, Judd, & SRR T Continuing education
Windsor (2003) v Mentoring clinician
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Authors Discipline

Physical and
Occupational
Therapy

Rappolt &
Tassone (2002)

UNC

FPG CHILD DEVELOPMENT INSTITUTE

Addressing
Clinical Practice
Issues

Informal consultation
with peers
Continuing education




® \What does research say about effective
professional development approaches?
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m |s NOT a one-shot workshop.

® focuses on professional practices and consists of
content-specific rather than general instruction.

® |s aligned with instructional goals, learning standards,
and curriculum materials.

® |s intense, sustained over time and includes guidance
and feedback through methods such as coaching,
consultation, or facilitated collaboration.

m takes organizational and systems issues into account.
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Researchers/Evaluators ...

= Some questions of concern ...

» Are practices being promoted by
professional development being
Implemented with fidelity?

o Can effective practices be sustained over




fectars thaet Alfcct:
Implementation

« Administrative supports

e Organizational structures

* Policies

* Resources

Professional development
Evaluation and data systems

(Fixsen, et al, 2005)
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Policy Makers
Where do we go from here?




Context

Connections




Contextual issues are changing
WeyEs WeE Grgenize andg sheare

content

[ Emphasis on gathernng &

synthesizing practice knowledge

~ Proliferation of EBP. web sites
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Welcome td

The WhatWarks Clearinghouse (AW collects, screens, and identifies studies of effectiveness of educational
interventions (programs, products, practices, and policies). The WWC regulary updates the \WWC Technical Standards
and their application to take account of new considerations brought forth by experts and users. Such changes may resultin
re-appraisals of studies andior interventions previously revieweed and rated. The current \WWE Standards offer guidance for
those planning or carrying out studies, not anly in the design considerations butthe analysis and reporting stages as well,

The W Standards, however, may not pertain to every situation, context, ar purpose of & study and will evalve.

What's New? §7

NCER Releases Two New Practice Guiiles:
Encouraging Girls in Math and Science and
Organizing Instruction and Study to
Improve Student Learning

Encouraging Girls in Math and Science is the second
in & series of IES guides in education; Organizing
[nstruction and Study to lmprove Student Learning is
the third IES Practice Guide. (more info)

Sep 28

WWC Releases New Iitervention Report -
Success for All

Success for Al (SFAE IS 2 comprehensive school
refarm model that includes a reading, writing, and aral
[anguage development program for students in
pre-kindergarten through drade eight. (mare info)

Ay 13

WWUC Releases New Intervention Report -
Ladders to Literacy for Kindergarten
STl
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-Customer Window-
Fronide feedhack on additional topics
for the What Works Clearinghouse

&) CURRENT TOPICS

. Beginning Reading. This review focuses on
reading intensentions that address student
| outcornes for students in grades k-3 in four
domains.

Character Education. This review focuses an
programs designed toincrease student
outcormes related to positive character

= development, prosocial behavior, and academic
petfarmance.

. Dropout Prevention. This review focuses on
f' interventions in middle school, junior high
Ji schoal, ar high school designed to increase
* high school completion, including techniques




Overview
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Research
to Review

Technical
Working Popers

Technical
Assisfance

Prachice

Guides What's New

Beqinning Reading | Characker Education | Dropout Prevention | Early Childhood Education | Elementary School Math |

Enalish Lanquage Learners | Middle School Math Curricula

Sbstract | 'E Review Protocol (125 KE)

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

Intervention Reports
Rutodbydomer
.E.);ig.,?;éu.e.g.t atrm g
.E)i.al.u.g.ic.ééa.d.il;lg. Eoprs
E.Ji.rec;:.InSIt.ru-:t.i-.:ln )
IZ.)-.:lc'r.s.t-:l i}.isc-;n..ler',.l'.“
s Shared Bdok
Reading

Let's Beqgin with the
Letter People®

Literacy Express
Phonological Awareness
Training

Phonological Awareness
Training plus Letter
krnowledge Training

Pre-k Mathermatics

Feady, Set, Leap!®

“

The What Works Clearinghouse review in this topic area focuses first an early
childhood education interventions (curricula and practices) designed for use in
center-based settings with 3- to 5-year-old children who are not yet in kindergarten
ar children who are in preschool, with a primary focus on cognitive and language
competencies associated with school readiness (language, literacy, math, and
cognition). Interventions and studies with a primary focus on socio-emotional
development and approaches to leaming may be addressed in a subsequent phase
of the review. The review also includes a focus on center-based early childhood
education interventions designed ta improve the school readiness skills of
preschool children with developmental delays or diagnosed disabilities. These may
be inclusive interventions used with all children or targeted interventions designed
specifically for children with developmental delays or diagnosed disabilities.

WAYC Intervention Reports provide all findings that "Meet Evidence Standards” or
‘Meet Evidence Standards with Reservations” for studies on a particular
intervention. Intervention reports are created for those interventions that have at
least one study that "Meets Evidence Standards” ar "Meets Evidence Standards
with Reservations.” Intervention reports are one companent of the decision-making
process, but should not be the sole source of infarmation when making educational
decigions.

EFFECTIVEHESS RATINGS FOR EARLY CHILDHGOD EDUCATION PROGRAMS IH 51X DOMAINS
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.2 Return Home US Department of Education | What Works Clearinghouse
EDgov NOChild Sy
Doing What Works i

Subscribe for Updates i

FIND WHAT \ j ?
~ WORKS! " Educators across the nation
— ' are helping students be proficient in

- & math, reading and science by 2014.

We can help. Learn how.

SEE WHAT'S COMING! ——

Cognition & Learning

Early Childhood Education
High Schosl Refarm Featured Content
E Lar 3FNers
. More than 10% of U.S. students are limited English proficient. There are a number
Math B Science \ of research-based practices to help teach primary grade English learners how to
At read effectively.

Literacy

School Restructuring
See how Teaching Literacy in English to K-5 English Learners can make a difference
for your English learners.

DWW Dwerview

Inside Classrooms Take a lock
ED Partner Offices Selected Highlights Watch this guided tour of features found on this site!

Criteriz B Methad 7
riteria alogy | English Language T —

Learners
FAQ | B See eight strategies

that teachers at ane m ulmt“pﬂq

Masnstor Progres

Glossary school use to teach
wocabulary.

Links

English Language
. R Laarnars
Technical Requirements Sea graphic organizers
and other strategies for
Accessibility teaching academic
English.

Site Map

Contact Us

Security i Privecy ¥ DWW Discleimer i whatworks.ed.gov B ED.gav
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3 CSEFEL Center on Social and Emtional Foundations for Early Learning - Mozilla Firefox = IE’ | =]
File Edit Mew History Bookmarks  Tools Help ;

@ “ :.;’ - @ Kal ﬁ |v§r hktps f e, wanderbilk, edufcsefel) |‘F| PJ |-|-nal foundations of early Iearning|L&]
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Search CSEFEL |

/) «Center on the Social and Emotienal
T 1) Foundations for Early Learning

WELCOME
welcome to the new ook of the CSEFEL website, We have mary new materials and resources and have redesigned
the site to improve the navigation, Please let us know what yvou think! Erail us at csefel@vanderbilt, edu

The Center on the Social and Emotional Foundations for Early Learning (CSEFEL) is focused on promoting the social
ermotional developrment and school readiness of young children birth to age 5. CSEFEL is a national resource center
funded by the Office of Head Start and Child Care Buread for disserninating research and evidence-based practices to
eatly childhood programs across the cauntry.

This model to the left is referred to as the Pyramid Model for Supporting Social Ernmotional Competence in Infants and
Young Children, We have developed extensive, user-friendly training materials, videos, and print resources which are
avallable directly from this website to help early care, health and education providers implernent this model,

State Partnerships
F"-,-'ramid mModel We are very pleased to announce our partnerships with the Following selected states:
Promoting Social and Emotional Colorada Towa Maryland Yerrnont
Competence in Infants and Morth Caralina Hawaii Tennessee hebraska

Young Children b

atr §=nanl

2008 Addressing Challenging Behavior Mational Training Institute Addressin q
Chack out the website Far This is not vour bypical conference. Come to Florida for intensive workshops where vou can Challan ging
expect practical strateqies for supporting a positive approach ko social emational :
Technical Assistance Center development, Gel real solutions to behavior challenges in early childhood settings, april 2-5, Be h g LR
B il 01y Social Emotional Inkervention! 2008, Register Now! Space is imited, g g b

I
sl Beedinnal lilive nilioes

;‘#g ORDER MATERIALS (FDF)

i m FOR STATES il FORFAMILIES -
| Cone
ﬁ‘jtartl J @ i~ [ 2 J (7 iTunes | {59 Inbox For buysse. .. | v Removable Disk (E:) | i3, Microsoft PowerP, . ”@ CSEFEL Center o... |®$@%® AN 4s8PM




¥9 Center for Early Literacy Learning - Mozilla Firefox - |5’ |5|

File Edit Wiew History Bookmarks Tools  Help
(?l ML= @ (‘A | ﬂ_l‘ ||_| http: /v, earlvliter acylearning orgyf |'| P] "|center fFor early literacy learning k\,]
) ‘
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Center for Early Literacy Learning
Welcome
CELL Aims CELL Partners CELL Mews
Home Wwelcome to the Center for Early Literacy Learning{CELL) Web site,
CELL is a research-to-practice technical assistance center funded
Frameworks by the .5, Department of Education, Office of Special Education
Programs, Research to Practice Division. The main goal of CELL is to
Major Center promote the adoption and sustained use of evidence-hased early
Activities literacy learning practices by early childhood intervention
practitioners, parents, and other caregivers of young children, birth
Products to five years of age, with identified disahbilities, developmental
delays, and those at-risk for poor outcomes, CELL is a major
Gontacts  initiative of the Center for Evidence-Based Practices at the Orelena
. Hawks Puckett Institute.
Links
Sitemap The Center for Early Literacy Learning is gathering information from L
garly childhood practitioners about the use of early literacy learning
practices for young children. We are interested in what practitioners
think is important in order to help young children get ready to learn
to read, write, and spell.
Please consider filling out our survey in order for us to be sure we
have a good idea of what vou think. The survey should take no
longer than 5 minutes to complete. Click the link below ta begin.
http:/ /vwww.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=1Iy05091C1I76nGwWITQPEXrw_3d_3d ;'
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JEarly Literacy Products - Mozilla Firefox
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Center for Early Literacy Learning

Products

CELLpapers CELLreviews CELLnotes CELLpractices CELLtoolkits
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CELLpapers HEETR

[ B B 8 BN e E o= ItI-lll-lll'lll-Ill-lila

CELLpapers are articles that provide background information about
the conceptual frameworks used to guide Center for Early Literacy
Learning activities and the results of evaluation and research studies
conducted by CELL staff.

ANTOTT

CIELLieviews NN
[ =

U GILILFEVICEWS
HEENNEREDNEEEREDREREDEERE
CELLreviews are practice-based research syntheses of early
communication, language, and literacy development, These
syntheses involve systematic analysis and integration of small bodies

of research that have investigated the same or similar practices
hawving the same or similar outcomes.
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Web Links

nttp://ies.ed.gov/wwc/
nttp://www.researchtopractice.info/
nttp://www.vanderbilt.edu/csefel/
nttp://www.earlyliteracylearning.org/
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Challenging Assumptions

= Researchers generate knowledge...and
practitioners apply it




Components and Tasks of
Knowledge Utilization

Knowledge Generation €

Knowledge
Application

": Knowledge Mediation ?

Knowledge Translation




Challenging Assumptions

= Researchers generate knowledge...and
practitioners apply it

= “Truth” exists in the form of
“gold standard” research
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a decision-making process that
iIntegrates the best available research
evidence with family & professional
wisdom & values
(Buysse & Wesley, 2006; Snv~
Winton, 2006)
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Evidence-Rased
Medicine

The integration of the best
avallable research evidence

with clinical expertise and
patient values.

(Sackett et al., 2000)




Evidence-Based Education
(Whitehurst, 2002)

Integration of professional wisdom with the best
available empirical evidence in making
decisions about how to deliver instruction

Whitehurst, G. J. (2002, October). Evidence-based education. Presentation at the
Student Achievement and School Accountability Conference. Retrieved June 23,
2004 from www.ed.gov/offices/list/ies/director.html

L UNC

FPG CHILD DEVELOPMENT INSTITUTE




m FPG CHILD DEVELOPMENT INSTITUTE




More than 3,000 new books
are published every day




That i1s more than in the
previous 5,000 years.



There are over 2.7 billion searches
performed on Google each month

Coogle

ﬂ a B [i] [ﬁ] [i] |G http: / /www.google.com/

=(Q~ Google 1

Perscnalize this page | Sign in

Google

Web Images Video News Maps more»

(" Google Search ) [ I'm Feeling Lucky |

Advertising Programs - Business Solutions - About Google

©2007 Google




Results 1-10 of about 28,000,000 for early childhood.
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Google early childhood professional development 28,000,000

early childhood education 7,790,000

early childhood training 402,000

36,192,000
i UNC
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Comments/Contributions!

http://community.fpg.unc.edu/
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Promising PD strategies

(Winton, 2006)

Shared inquiry & learning around practices
« Communities of Practice (CoPs)

e Teacher research
e Consultation
» Coaching
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Additional Examples of

Technology-Enhanced
CoPs

= Univ. of KS Beach Center:
www.beachcenter.org

= NAEYC: www.naeyc.org (members only)
= Zero to Three Infant-Toddler Project
= TAcommunities: www. TAcommunities.org




What are implications for
your work?
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Leachers:.

® Seek out research based evidence for your
work

= Be open to new ideas/evidence that should
change classroom practice because It leads to
better child outcomes

Researchers/Professional

f
' - d= T

Development rrovigaers.
® Pursue models that effectively engage adult
learners

® Collaborate with teachers for improved ideas
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